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* Denotes remote participation
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Overview of the HBV Forum

▪ What: a platform for ongoing multi-stakeholder
dialogue to advance the regulatory sciences for 
diagnosis and treatment of HBV and HDV co-
infection, focusing on finite curative treatment

▪ How: provide a neutral, independent, safe
space for discussion and deliberation across
stakeholder groups

▪ Focus on developing consensus, increasing
synergy and collaboration, and reducing
duplication and uncertainty

▪ Ongoing working group activity throughout
the year anchored by larger project events

▪ Active & engaged participation
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Forum Operating Principles 

▪ Independent and neutral venue 

▪ Ongoing multi-stakeholder dialogue

▪ Each stakeholder group has an equal voice

▪ Facilitate best science-based decisions, in real time

▪ Break down inefficiencies and redundancy

▪ Increase clarity, collaboration and innovation

▪ Benefit to whole field, especially patients
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Forum Updates

HBV Clinical Research in Africa Working 

Group

Strengthening hepatitis B virus clinical research in 

Africa: the need for multistakeholder collaboration, 

funding, and political will

Mitchell Leus*, Chukwunomso E Osakwe*, Danjuma 

Adda, Manal El-Sayed, Jessica Hicks, Yasmin 

Ibrahim, Philippa C Matthews, Nicaise 

Ndembi, Theobald Owusu-Ansah, Wendy 

Spearman, Mark Sonderup, John Ward, Robin 

Schaefer, Veronica Miller
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Agenda Overview

EST

1:40PM
Session I: Updates

• Industry Updates

• EMA Guidelines

• Working Group Updates

• Asian HBV/HDV Endpoints Meeting Update

2:40PM Session II: HDV therapeutics and assay development

• Delta Cure

• Industry Updates: Therapies and Diagnostics

• Panel Discussion

4:00PM Break

4:25PM Session III: HCC

• Opening Remarks

• Global Epidemiology

• Industry Updates: Biomarkers

• Panel Discussion

5:30PM Session IV: Gene editing and epigenomics
• Perspectives and Challenges

• Panel Discussion

6:30PM Networking Reception



Housekeeping
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Forum = Safe Space 

▪ Closed meeting

▪ No marketing

▪ No press

▪ Bring your expertise

▪ Leave your “hat” at the door
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Rules of the Room and Zoom

▪ What’s said in the room, stays in the room

▪ What’s said in the room, is not for attribution

▪ Let the science speak

▪ Active participation 
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Wi-Fi Access

 Network: National Union Building

 Passcode: 918fstdc

Please ensure your phone is
turned to Silent or Vibrate Mode
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Chari Cohen, Hepatitis B Foundation
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Harry Janssen, Erasmus University Medical 
Center

Mark Sulkowski, Johns Hopkins University

Ken Sherman, Massachusetts General Hospital

Fabien Zoulim, Lyon Hepatology Institute
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Wendy Spearman, University of Cape Town
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Anna Lok, American Association for the Study 
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the Study of the Liver (EASL)

Adam Gehring, 
Toronto Centre for Liver Disease

In
d

u
s

tr
y

Christian Voitenleitner, Roche Diagnostics

Carey Hwang, IntegerBio

Sue Currie, Virion Therapeutics



14  |  CATALYZING CLINICAL RESEARCH TO IMPROVE GLOBAL HEALTH

The Forum Team

▪ Veronica Miller – Executive Director             

Program Leads and Project Managers

▪ Logan Donaldson – Research Associate

▪ Shilpa Mitra – Research Associate

▪ Ekene Osakwe – Research Associate

▪ Edyth Dwyer – Research Associate

▪ Kathy An – Assistant Research Associate

Data & Analysis Center

▪ Margot Yann – Director of the Data & Analysis Center 

and Principal Data Scientist

▪ Zachary Rooney – IT Systems Analyst

▪ Alice Kang – Program Manager

Administration

▪ Jordan Cathey – Director of Operations and Business

▪ Christopher Berry – Senior Events and Operations Manager

▪ Alicia Jellinek – Program Financial Analyst

Student Assistants

▪ Alessi Ayvaz – Graduate Student Assistant

▪ Alma Ngwa Ebot – Graduate Student Assistant

▪ Allison Li – Undergraduate Student Assistant

▪ Debajyoti Debnath – Graduate Student Assistant

Program Advisors

▪ Jeffrey S. Murray – Program Advisor

▪ Mike Robertson – Program Advisor

▪ John Sninsky – Program Advisor
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HBV Forum Sponsors



East West Audio Visual
o Zeth Glover

o Antonio Allen

National Union Building staff
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