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Overview of the Ocular Diseases 
Forum
 What: a platform for ongoing multi-stakeholder

dialogue to identify barriers, prioritize research
and identify solutions to accelerate
therapeutic development for IRDs and AMD

 How: provide a neutral, independent, safe
space for discussion and deliberation across
stakeholder groups
 Focus on developing consensus, increasing

synergy and collaboration, and reducing
duplication and uncertainty

 Ongoing working group activity throughout
the year anchored by larger project events

 Active and engaged participation
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Forum Operating Principles 

 Independent and neutral venue 
 Ongoing multi-stakeholder dialogue
 Each stakeholder group has an equal voice

 Facilitate best science-based decisions, in real time
 Break down inefficiencies and redundancy
 Increase clarity, collaboration and innovation
 Benefit to whole field, especially patients
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Forum = Safe Space 

 Closed meeting
 No marketing
 No press

 Bring your expertise
 Leave your “hat” at the door
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Rules of the Room and Zoom

 What’s said in the room, stays in the room

 What’s said in the room, is not for attribution

 Let the science speak

 Active participation 
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Steering Committee

Academia

Arshad Khanani, University of Nevada

Peter Kaiser, Cleveland Clinic

Szilárd Kiss, Weill Cornell Medicine

Bart P. Leroy, Ghent University & Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia

Mark Pennesi, Retina Foundation of the 
Southwest & Casey Eye Institute

Industry

Ash Jayagopal, Opus Genetics

Tanya Richardson, Fortrea 
Cheryl Rowe-Rendleman, Omar Consultants

Holly Swain, iCare

Jim Wang, Regeneron

Co-Chairs

Daniel Chung, SparingVision

Veronica Miller,
Forum for Collaborative Research

José-Alain Sahel, UPMC Vision Institute

Regulatory Jane Moseley, 
European Medicines Agency

Patient 
Advocates

Todd Durham, Foundation Fighting Blindness

Chad Jackson
Foundation for Fighting Blindness

Jeff Todd,
Prevent Blindness

Renata Sarno, BCM Families Foundation
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Ocular Diseases Forum Sponsors
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